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SUBJECT: CHURCH LIFTS EXCOMMUNICATION OF GOP OFFICIALS 

REF: ASUNCION 5030, DECEMBER 26, 1973 

1. IN A MASS HELD SEPTEMBER 8, ARCHBISHOP OF ASUNCION 
ISMAEL ROLON RESCINDED THE 1971 EXCOMMUNICATION OF 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR SABINO MONTANARO AND CHIEF OF NATIONAL 
POLICE FRANCISCO BRITEZ. MONTANARO AND BRITEZ WERE EXCOM- 
MUNICATED ON MARCH 10, 1971, FOLLOWING THE ARREST IN 
ASUNCION OF AN URUGUAYAN PRIEST AND AN ATTACK BY A MOB 
ALLEGEDLY ORGANIZED BY BRITEZ AGAINST AN URUGUAYAN BISHOP 
WHO HAD COME TO SEEK THE PRIEST’S RELEASE. ARCHBISHOP 
ROLON EXCOMMUNICATED ALL WHO PERPETRATED THE 
INCIDENT, SPECIFICALLY MENTIONING MONTANARO AND BRITEZ. 

IN LIFTING THE EXCOMMUNICATION, ARCHBISHOP ROLON CITED 
THE TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH ON FORGIVENESS, ADDING 
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INSENSITIVITY ON THE PART OF THE CHURCH TOWARD 
INJUSTICE AND WRONGDOING. 

2. COMMENT: BOTH THE CHURCH AND THE STROESSNER REGIME 
HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR A NUMBER OF MONTHS TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS, WITH NUNCIO JOSE MEES PLAYING A SUBTLE BUT 
CRUCIAL ROLE AS CATALYST. WHILE FUNDAMENTAL 
CHRUCH-STATE DIFFERENCES REMAIN (SEE REFTEL), THE 
LIFTING OF THE 1971 EXCOMMUNICATION REPRESENTS 
A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD ACCOMMODATION. 
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